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Simple Rules of the Road Apply to Parking Garages
Many people make the mistake of thinking that by parking in a lot or garage that an accident
can’t happen, a+er all, they are driving at lower speeds and no one is going to write them a -cket. Right? Nothing could be further from the truth. Actually, drivers are more focused on ﬁnding a parking space and least concentrated on their driving. This may increase the likelihood of
a fender bender or worse.
Here are some general guidelines for safe on and
oﬀ-street parking that may help:
-Never stop behind parked vehicles while you are
wai-ng for a spot, this blocks traﬃc for those who
are trying to either enter or exit. If someone is pulling out from their spot or backing out, be courteous
and stop for them, do not try and skirt around their
vehicle as this may cause injury or an accident.
-Unless you have a valid disabled placard or license
plate, do not park in those spaces marked for the disabled. If the spaces closest to the exits
are not marked, leave them open for the elderly, disabled, and even for new moms who need
the room.
-Watch out for pedestrians. Never assume that they see you or that they will stop for you.
Generally, pedestrians always have the right of way, whether the crossing is marked or not.
And pedestrians can be diﬃcult to see in low light or if they are in your blind spot. Stay alert
and always yield to pedestrians.
-Remember the rules of the road apply to parking garages and surface lots. Most garages and
surface lots post speed limits and they are there for a reason – high speed parking garage journeys are best le+ for the movies. In real life, obey the speed limits and slow down – this will
protect you, pedestrians, and your vehicle. Do not race for an open parking space, there’s
plenty for everyone.
-Obey the stop signs, yield, and always be watchful for pedestrians crossing your path. Drive
slowly around curves and on ramps and when naviga-ng into the exit or entrance lanes. When
selec-ng a space to park, select one that ﬁts the size of your vehicle. Never force your vehicle
into too -ght of a space. Small spaces marked as a “compact spot” are really for a compact,
small car, not a larger van or SUV. Be sure to park as straight as possible and be aware of the
vehicle on either side of you as to not hit the doors and produce dings, scratches or dints. And
let’s face it; no one wants a ding in their paint.
-Don’t double park—this means always park within the lines, even if a car beside of you is outside of the lines. To avoid a chain reac-on of double parking, just move to another parking
space.
Be courteous and forgiving to the other driver. Everyone makes a mistake at some point in
-me. By following some simple courteous rules, everyone can be safe and accident free. For
more informa-on on parking safety, regula-ons including a guide to parallel parking, visit our
website at www.PARKRoanoke.com/safety
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Specials & Discounts

Early Bird Rate $4 for
all day parking with
entry before 9 a.m. at
Campbell Garage
Market Lot Lunch
Rate $1 for parking
between 11:30 a.m.
and 1:30 p.m.

Thank you for
Parking with us!

Did You Know?
Monthly parking may be
paid from the convenience
of your home, oﬃce, tablet
or smartphone! Yes that’s
right. Visit
www.PARKRoanoke.com/
payments or dial 1-888-2729829 use op-on 3 and jurisdic-on code 6246. It’s fast,
safe, and convenient. In a
hurry? Pay 24-7 on-line or
use our secure drop box.
We’ll email you a receipt
once payment is processed!

Payments for Monthly Parking and Citations may be paid on-line
or over a toll free telephone line.
www.PARKRoanoke.com/payments or dial
1-888-272-9829 Op-on 3 and Use Jurisdic-on Code 6246
A nominal processing fee applies to credit/debit card payments.
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PARK Roanoke
P. O. Box 83
Roanoke, VA 24002
117 Church Avenue, SW
Roanoke, VA 24011
Phone: 540-343-0585
Fax: 540-342-6447
E-mail: parking@PARKRoanoke.com
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How to Start a Carpool
Submitted by Jeremy Holmes, Director RIDE Solutions
It may not look like it, but every day our streets are filled with a tremendous mass transit opportunity. Look at any car commuting
on I-81 into Roanoke, or check out the vehicle next to you while you’re crawling onto 220 north in Clearbrook one morning, and
you’ll see it. In fact, there a good chance all you have to do is look in your own rearview mirror and you’re likely to see a way to
move more people through the same number of lanes at twice the speed, all while cutting your commute costs by half or more as
you see empty seats in every car.
Sure, commuting alone is unavoidable for many people, for many reasons. But for most folks, filling an empty seat is easy and has
immediate financial benefits.
As an employee, you can work with your employer to find ways to encourage coworkers and even nearby companies to consider
carpooling. But how to get started?
RIDE Solutions has some easy recommendations to get you going.
 Start at Work: Ideal carpool partners are those who already works in the same building, so start there. Ask for an employee
message board in a common area like a lunch room or printer room were folks can post both rideshare needs and offers. If your
company uses an intranet, ask
about creating an online forum where your coworkers can make requests.
 Implement Incentives: Incentives don’t have to be complicated, or even cost you money. Something as simple as reserved parking spaces for carpoolers can be highly sought after, Particularly at worksites where parking is limited, or employees are paying for
parking. You know what your challenges are in getting to work each day – talk to your employer about what they can do to help.
 Register with RIDE Solutions: Our carpool matching program is an easy way for you to find a match and we do all the work.
You have complete control with how your information is shared by choosing to match only with coworkers or the public, and
RIDE Solutions never provides your information to a third party. Once your request is made, you’ll receive a match list of other
commuters matching your route and schedule, along with the contact information you’ve provided. And if you don’t have a match,
we keep searching with every new member until we find someone, and we’ll let you know right away when you have a new match.
Carpooling is more than a way to save gas money – it can extend the life of your vehicle and even cut your maintenance costs and
insurance rates. Switching vehicles from week to week with other carpool members can cut the annual mileage on your vehicle.
Fewer miles on the engine mean a longer life for the car, and many insurance companies offer discounted rates if a vehicle’s annual
mileage is 12,000 or lower.
For more information on getting started in a carpool,
growing an existing carpool, or managing carpools visit
RIDEsolutions.org
Jeremy Holmes
Director, RIDE Solutions
A program of the Roanoke Valley-Alleghany Regional
Commission
866-424-3334 | 540-342-9393
jholmes@rvarc.org
Connect with RIDE Solutions:
Bikeshare by RIDE Solutions: zagster.com/ridesolutions
Facebook: facebook.com/ridesolutions
Twitter: @ridesolutions
Instagram: @ridesolutionsva

Slow Down: Back to School Means Sharing the Road
by the National Safety Council

School days bring congestion: Yellow school buses are picking up their charges, kids on bikes are hurrying to get to school
before the bell rings, harried parents are trying to drop their kids off before work. It's never more important for drivers to
slow down and pay attention than when kids are present – especially before and after school.
If You're Dropping Off
Schools often have very specific drop-off procedures for the school year. Make sure
you know them for the safety of all kids. More children are hit by cars near schools
than at any other location, according to the National Safe Routes to School program.
The following apply to all school zones:
o Don't double park; it blocks visibility for other children and vehicles
o Don't load or unload children across the street from the school
o Carpool to reduce the number of vehicles at the school

Sharing the Road with Young Pedestrians
According to research by the National Safety Council, most of the children who lose their lives in bus-related incidents are
4 to 7 years old, and they're walking. They are hit by the bus, or by a motorist illegally passing a stopped bus. A few precautions go a long way toward keeping children safe:
o Don't block the crosswalk when stopped at a red light or waiting to make a turn, forcing pedestrians to go around you;
this could put them in the path of moving traffic
o In a school zone when flashers are blinking, stop and yield to pedestrians crossing the crosswalk or intersection
o Always stop for a school patrol officer or crossing guard holding up a stop sign
o Take extra care to look out for children in school zones, near playgrounds and parks, and in all residential areas
o Don't honk or rev your engine to scare a pedestrian, even if you have the right of way
o Never pass a vehicle stopped for pedestrians
o Always use extreme caution to avoid striking pedestrians wherever they may be, no matter who has the right of way
Sharing the Road with School Buses
If you're driving behind a bus, allow a greater following distance than if you were driving behind a car. It will give you more
time to stop once the yellow lights start flashing. It is illegal in all 50 states to pass a school bus that is stopped to load or
unload children.
o Never pass a bus from behind – or from either direc-on if you're on an undivided road – if it is stopped to load or unload
children
o If the yellow or red lights are ﬂashing and the stop arm is extended, traﬃc must stop
o The area 10 feet around a school bus is the most dangerous for children; stop far enough back to allow them space to
safely enter and exit the bus
o Be alert; children o+en are unpredictable, and they tend to ignore hazards and take risks

