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Simple Rules of the Road Apply to Parking Garages
Many people make the mistake of thinking that by parking in a lot or garage that an accident can’t happen,
after all, they are driving at lower speeds and no one is going to write them a ticket. Right? Nothing could be
further from the truth. Actually, drivers are more focused on finding a parking space and least concentrated
on their driving. This may increase the likelihood of a fender bender or worse. According to the National
Safety Council, more than 50,000 crashes occur every year in parking lots and garages in the U.S. These
crashes result in approximately 500 deaths and 60,000 injuries every year.
And Why? Over 60% of drivers admitted to be engaging in texting, cell phone use, and social media along
with setting a GPS.
Here are some general guidelines for safe on- and off-street parking that may help:
-Never stop behind parked vehicles while you are waiting for a spot, this blocks traffic for those who are
trying to either enter or exit. If someone is pulling out from their spot
or backing out, be courteous and stop for them, do not try and skirt
around their vehicle as this may cause injury or an accident.
-Unless you have a valid disabled placard or license plate, do not
park in those spaces marked for the disabled. If the spaces closest to
the exits are not marked, leave them open for the elderly, disabled, and
even for new moms who need the extra room.
-Watch out for pedestrians. Never assume that they see you or
that they will stop for you. Generally, pedestrians always have the right of way, whether the crossing is
marked or not. And pedestrians can be difficult to see in low light or if they are in your blind spot. Stay
alert and always yield to pedestrians.
-Remember the rules of the road apply to parking garages and surface lots. Most garages and surface
lots post speed limits and they are there for a reason – high speed parking garage journeys are best left for
the movies. In real life, obey the speed limits and slow down – this will protect you, pedestrians, and your
vehicle. Do not race for an open parking space, there’s plenty for everyone.
-Always obey Directional Signs. Driving against the posted signs may cause an accident.
-Obey the stop signs, yield, and always be watchful for pedestrians crossing your path.
-Drive slowly around curves and on ramps and when navigating into the exit or entrance lanes. When
selecting a space to park, select one that fits the size of your vehicle.
-Never force your vehicle into too tight of a space. Small spaces marked as a “compact spot” are
really for a compact, small car, not a larger van or SUV. Be sure to park as straight as possible and be aware
of the vehicle on either side of you as to not hit the doors and produce dings, scratches or dints. And let’s
face it; no one wants a ding in their paint.
-Don’t double park—this means always park within the lines, even if a car beside of you is outside of the
lines. To avoid a chain reaction of double parking, just move to another parking space.
Please, be courteous and forgiving to the other driver. Everyone makes a mistake at some point in time. By
following some simple rules, everyone can be safe and accident free. For more information on parking
safety, regulations including a guide to parallel parking, visit our website at www.PARKRoanoke.com/safety
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Payments for Monthly Parking and Citations may be paid on-line or
over a toll free telephone line.
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Phone: 540-343-0585
Fax: 540-342-6447
E-mail: parking@PARKRoanoke.com
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Check out Events in Downtown Roanoke!
Visit www.downtownroanoke.org/events
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